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In the midst of the vast desert, Haboora, a female houbara , lives with a group of houbara 

birds in a patch of land ÀOOHG with grass of varying colors and shade-providing ghaf trees. 

There, she alternates between searching for grass and insects to eat and sitting atop her 

precious eggs. 

One day, her eggs began to hatch. From one egg, appeared Haber, a male houbara. From 

the other hatched his brother, Huboor. Haboora was overjoyed at the sight of her hatchlings, 

and she proceeded to feed them and care for them so they may be strong and able to walk 

and Á\ on their own. 

After teaching them how to Á\� run quickly and catch insects, they started to leave the nest 

daily and going out to explore. Haboora did not like Haber and Huboor to do so without 

her. This always made her angry. 
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One night, a fox attacked them, and they started running away really fast! Haboora yelled, 

“Fly away!” So, they both ÁDSSHG their wings and ÁHZ away. The brothers landed in a place 

between rocks where the fox was unable to get to them. 

Haber looked around this newfound place and thought, “Is there anything we can do to 

protect ourselves from fox attacks and the attacks of other predators? We have lost many of 

our friends to these attacks.” As Haber thought about this, he heard a sound coming from 

afar. As the sound neared closer and closer, Haber could see that it was a car with several 

people in it. Huboor asked his mother, “Who are these people?” She fearfully replied, “They 

are humans, and we must leave this place quickly. It is no longer safe here!”
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Haber asked, “Why? I really liked this place. Haboora hastily replied, “Because humans hunt 

us. They will release birds of prey to pursue and catch us. Hurry! Lets hide between the grass 

and shrubs. Be very quiet and don’t move till we can ÀQG a chance to stealthily escape.”

A few hours passed and they began to run through the unforgiving heat of the desert. They 

felt thirsty and they could not locate a source of water. They were tired and felt sick, but 

Haboora continuously encouraged her boys to continue moving and kept saying, “Hold on a 

bit longer my boys, the oasis is nearby.”

On their way, they came across another group of houbara birds. The group welcomed 

Haboora and her boys to join them and pointed them in the direction of the oasis. There 

they found some food and water and felt better. The houbara birds told them that they 

were going to a safe place where there is plenty of food and water, and humans care for the 

houbara birds’ health and safety. Haboora could not believe her ears! She asked inquisitively, 

“What? Humans care for us?” 
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The houbara explained that the place they were going to is a natural reserve, where humans 

cared for houbara birds and helped them breed to increase their numbers. The houbara 

group asked Haboora and her boys if they would like to come along with them. 

Haboora exclaimed, “No, we will not go with you! We don’t trust humans. We will remain in 

this oasis; we like it here.” The group replied, “This oasis is not safe. Many animals, including 

predators, come here to rest.”

Haboora and her boys refused to go along with the group to the natural reserve. They chose 

to remain in the oasis instead. They could not be convinced of the idea of kind humans who 

care for houbara birds. They wanted to believe that the oasis was a safe place for them, but 

they were proven wrong when, after a few days, predators begun to frequent the oasis. 
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Once again, Haboora and her boys had to ÁHH in search of new sanctuary. 

While on the run, a sandstorm blew their way! The strong winds separated the boys from 

their mother tossing them across hard rocks and causing them to become wounded! They 

both yelled asking their mother for help. They were in pain, but their mother was nowhere 

near them. The storm had blown her far away, and now all she could do is wait for the storm 

to end. 

After the sandstorm passed, Haboora immediately started looking for Haber and Huboor. To 

her surprise, she found them in the hands of a human! Instinctively, she was worried. She tried 

to attack the man, but she was exhausted. The human was able to catch her and put her in 

a cage with both her sons with a smile on his face. Haber and Huboor were so happy to see 

their mother and they said, “This man helped us. He provided us with food and water and 

tended to our wounds.” 
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Haboora was surprised to hear them say this. She replied, “Impossible, this human must want 

to eat us!” to which they both replied, “No Mother! He is very kind.” 

Haboora said skeptically, “Okay, let’s wait and see.”

The car started to move and after a few hours, it stopped. Someone came and removed the 

cages from the car, then the humans opened the cage doors and set the houbara birds free. 

There Haboora and her boys met the group of houbara birds they saw on their way to the 

oasis earlier. 

The group welcomed Haboora, and said, “Welcome! This is the place we were telling you 

about! There are no predators here, nor poaching. You will ÀQG nothing but safety and 

stability.” Haboora asked, “Is this real?” 

To which they replied, 

“Yes! You are now 

in the land of 

the United Arab 

Emirates, a home 

where everyone 

feels safe and cared 

for. It is led by the 

greatest of men. 

His name is Zayed, 

Zayed of goodness 

and generosity. 

Because of him, we are 

here together, and safe 

together.”
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